




Argues

Builds

Confirms

Conveys

Connects

Creates

Describes

Demonstrates

Displays

Emphasises

Establishes

Exaggerates

Explains

Explores

Exposes        

Highlights

Hints

Illustrates

Implies

Indicates

Informs

Introduces

Means

Narrates

Persuades

Portrays

Presents

Refers

Represents

Reveals

Shows

Signifies

Symbolises

Suggests

Supports

Tells

Note of Caution: Only use the verbs you’re familiar with unless you take the 
time to examine the definition in the dictionary.  This is not a list of synonyms. 

Each word has specific uses that are unique to its meaning. 

Year 7 & 8: Active verbs for writing about texts...



Singular

The subject and the verb of a sentence must always agree for the sentence 
to be grammatically correct.

Subject/Verb Agreement: The Rules

A singular (one) subject is always followed by the singular form of the verb.

Thomas likes milk.

A hen lays eggs.

What do you notice about the subject and verb in these sentences?

Thomas likes milk.

A hen lays eggs.



Plural

Subject/Verb Agreement: The Rules

A plural (more than one) subject is always followed by the plural form of the 
verb. The exception to this rule is the pronoun 'I' (and 'they' when it is singular), 

which is followed by the plural form of the verb

The mice run from the cat.

The children follow the Pied Piper.

What do you notice about the subject and verb in these sentences?

The mice run from the cat.

The children follow the Pied Piper.



To help with correct verb agreement,
the basic rule is:

• If the subject is singular (one)
the verb must be singular.

• If the subject is plural (more than 
one) the verb must be plural. 

Subject/Verb Agreement: The Rules

To form the plural of a verb in the
present tense, you should remove the
s (or sometimes ‘es’ or ‘ies’) from the 
singular form.

Here are some examples of verbs in their 
present tense singular and plural form…

Singular Plural

becomes become

catches catch

drinks drink

flies fly

forgives forgive

goes go

hides hide

leads lead

rides ride

seeks seek

springs spring

tears tear

writes write


